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throe angles,     He is referring to this statement when
he continues;
" The proposition just cited does not say that three angles
are absolutely necessary, but only that, if a triangle exists, it
must contain three angles, But this mere logical necessity has
given evidence of such a great power of illusion that people have
framed a priori the conception of a thing that seems to include
existence within its content, and have then assumed that because
existence belongs necessarily to the object as conceived, it must
also belong necessarily to the thing itself, Thus it is inferred
that there is an absolutely necessary being, because the existence
of that being is thought in a conception that has been arbi-
trarily assumed, and assumed under the supposition that there is
an actual object corresponding to it,"
The power of illusion to which Kant here alludes, is
nothing else but the primitive magical power of the word,
which likewise mysteriously inhabits the idea. It needed
a long process of development before man once funda-
mentally realized that the word, the flatus vocis, does not in
every case also signify or effect a reality. But that certain
men have understood this, has not by any means sufficed
to uproot from every mind that superstitious power which
dwells within the formulated concept. There is evidently
something in this 'instinctive' superstition that will not be
uprooted; it exhibits, therefore, some right to existence,
which till now has not been sufficiently appreciated. The
paralogism (false conclusion) is in like manner introduced
into the ontological argument, namely through an illusion
which Kant elucidates as follows* He is now speaking of
the assertion of "absolutely necessary subjects" the con-
ception of which is simply inherent in the idea of existence,
and, therefore, without intrinsic contradiction cannot be
dismissed* This conception would be that of the " most
real being for all".
" This being, it is said, possesses all reality, and such a being,
as 1 am willing to admit, we are justified iu assuming to be pos-
sible, Now that which really comprehends all reality must